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Four Pillars

P I L L A R H E AV E N LY  S T E M E A R T H LY  B R A N C H T E N  G O D N A  Y I N

Year pillar Geng · Metal · Yang Wu · Horse · Fire · Yang Rob Wealth Earth by the Roadside · Earth

Month pillar Ren · Water · Yang Wu · Horse · Fire · Yang Hurting Officer Wood of the Willow · Wood

Day pillar Xin · Metal · Yin Hai · Pig · Water · Yin Day Master Metal of Hairpin and Bracelet · Metal

Hour pillar Yi · Wood · Yin Wei · Goat · Earth · Yin Indirect Wealth Metal in the Sand · Metal

Hidden stems

P I L L A R R A N K H I D D E N  S T E M T E N  G O D

Year pillar Principal Ding · Fire · Yin Seven Killings

Year pillar Middle Ji · Earth · Yin Indirect Resource

Month pillar Principal Ding · Fire · Yin Seven Killings

Month pillar Middle Ji · Earth · Yin Indirect Resource

Day pillar Principal Ren · Water · Yang Hurting Officer

Day pillar Middle Jia · Wood · Yang Direct Wealth

Hour pillar Principal Ji · Earth · Yin Indirect Resource

Hour pillar Middle Ding · Fire · Yin Seven Killings

Hour pillar Residual Yi · Wood · Yin Indirect Wealth

Day Master
This chart has a Metal Day Master born in a Fire month. The stem itself reads this way: Jewel, coin and finished blade
rather than raw ore: cool, smooth and already refined. Heaped earth buries it, which is the one thing it truly fears, while
moving water rinses it until it shows what it is. Under summer heat it wants damp earth for cover. In deep winter it wants
the small contained fire and never the open blaze, which would only melt what took so long to refine. As for the season:
The season controls the Day Master element, the weakest of the five seasonal states. Everything the chart does from here
has to be paid for by support found elsewhere.

Five elements

Wood
Count: 1 · Balance: Balanced

Wood is present in proportion. There is enough initiative to begin things and enough give to change course without the
chart being governed by either.
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Fire
Count: 2 · Balance: Balanced

Fire is present in proportion. There is enough heat to be seen and to convince, without the chart burning through what it
builds.

Earth
Count: 1 · Balance: Balanced

Earth is present in proportion. There is enough ground to hold what the chart produces without so much that nothing
moves.

Metal
Count: 2 · Balance: Balanced

Metal is present in proportion. There is enough edge to finish and to decide without the chart cutting into what should
have been left standing.

Water
Count: 2 · Balance: Balanced

Water is present in proportion. Ideas and information move through the chart without washing away the structure they
move through.

Pillar interactions

Punishment: Wu Wu
Type: Punishment · Nature: Challenging · Positions: Year pillar and Month pillar · Class: Self · Formation: Complete

Branches that grind against each other rather than colliding. A punishment works slowly and internally: friction that
accumulates, obligations that turn on their holder, situations that were entered willingly and become difficult to leave. A
branch doubled against itself. Nothing external is involved, which is what makes it the hardest of the four to see: the
pattern repeats because the chart keeps supplying it.

Stem combination: Geng Yi
Type: Stem combination · Nature: Harmonious · Positions: Year pillar and Hour pillar · Transforms to: Metal

Two Heavenly Stems that pair off. The bond is the strongest tie between two stems and it works both ways: it can settle a
stem that was causing trouble, and it can occupy a stem that was needed elsewhere. A stem that is busy being bonded is
not doing its job in the chart.

Six combination: Wei Wu
Type: Six combination · Nature: Harmonious · Positions: Year pillar and Hour pillar

Two Earthly Branches that bind. The pairing is astronomical in origin, the branch the sun and moon meet in set against the
branch the Dipper handle points to in the same month, which is why the six are exactly the pairs they are. In a chart it
reads as attachment and cooperation, and as a tie that is not easily walked away from.
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Six combination: Wei Wu
Type: Six combination · Nature: Harmonious · Positions: Month pillar and Hour pillar

Two Earthly Branches that bind. The pairing is astronomical in origin, the branch the sun and moon meet in set against the
branch the Dipper handle points to in the same month, which is why the six are exactly the pairs they are. In a chart it
reads as attachment and cooperation, and as a tie that is not easily walked away from.

Stem clash: Xin Yi
Type: Stem clash · Nature: Challenging · Positions: Day pillar and Hour pillar

Two Heavenly Stems standing directly opposite, each controlling the other by element. Stems act faster than branches, so
a stem clash shows up quickly and on the surface: open disagreement, a decision forced early, a position that has to be
defended.

Day Master strength
The Day Master reading is this: Weak. In practice that means: The Day Master is under-supported. It can act, and each act
costs it, so what the chart needs is help and reinforcement rather than more to do. Periods that bring resource and peer
elements read as relief. On the season: The season controls the Day Master element, the weakest of the five seasonal
states. Everything the chart does from here has to be paid for by support found elsewhere. On rooting: No branch stores
the Day Master element, so support has to come from the stems and from the luck pillars.

Verdict: Weak · Score: -2.6 · Seasonal state: Dead · Roots: 0 · Favorable elements: Metal and Earth · Unfavorable elements: Water, Wood,
and Fire

Strength factors

FACTO R P O I N T S D E TA I L

Month command -2 Metal is dead in a Fire month

Rooting 0 no branch stores Metal, so the day stem is rootless

Party support -0.6 1 of the 3 other stems support the day stem, and 2 of the 3 other branches spend it

Luck pillar start
The luck pillars run from the birth month pillar in this direction: Forward. They begin at age 7, and each pillar governs ten
years, so the current decade colours how the natal chart is experienced rather than replacing it.

Gender: Male · Direction: Forward · Start age, years: 7 · Start age, months: 2 · Boundary term: Minor Heat · Days to the term: 21.6

Luck pillars

L U C K
P I L L A R

AG E S Y E A R S H E AV E N LY
S T E M

E A R T H LY
B R A N C H

T E N
G O D

T H E M E

1 7-17 1997-
2007

Gui · Water · Yin Wei · Goat · Earth ·
Yin

Eating God Craft, appetite, and output that
accumulates
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Luck pillars

L U C K
P I L L A R

AG E S Y E A R S H E AV E N LY
S T E M

E A R T H LY
B R A N C H

T E N
G O D

T H E M E

2 17-27 2007-
2017

Jia · Wood · Yang Shen · Monkey ·
Metal · Yang

Direct
Wealth

Earned assets and the
commitments that hold them

3 27-37 2017-
2027

Yi · Wood · Yin You · Rooster ·
Metal · Yin

Indirect
Wealth

Opportunity, circulation, and
money that moves

4 37-47 2027-
2037

Bing · Fire · Yang Xu · Dog · Earth ·
Yang

Direct
Officer

Structure, office, and the
discipline of answering to
something

5 47-57 2037-
2047

Ding · Fire · Yin Hai · Pig · Water ·
Yin

Seven
Killings

Pressure, command, and anything
won under real risk

6 57-67 2047-
2057

Wu · Earth · Yang Zi · Rat · Water ·
Yang

Direct
Resource

Teaching, protection, and quiet
backing

7 67-77 2057-
2067

Ji · Earth · Yin Chou · Ox · Earth ·
Yin

Indirect
Resource

Unusual learning and skill in
narrow subjects

8 77-87 2067-
2077

Geng · Metal ·
Yang

Yin · Tiger · Wood ·
Yang

Rob Wealth Drive, nerve, and competition for
the same ground

Annual pillars

Y E A R P I L L A R T E N  G O D T H E M E L U C K  P I L L A R

2027 Ding Wei Seven Killings Pressure, command, and anything won under real risk 4

2028 Wu Shen Direct Resource Teaching, protection, and quiet backing 4

2029 Ji You Indirect Resource Unusual learning and skill in narrow subjects 4

2030 Geng Xu Rob Wealth Drive, nerve, and competition for the same ground 4

2031 Xin Hai Friend Equals, allies, and shared load 4

2032 Ren Zi Hurting Officer Talent, invention, and impatience with authority 4

2033 Gui Chou Eating God Craft, appetite, and output that accumulates 4

2034 Jia Yin Direct Wealth Earned assets and the commitments that hold them 4

2035 Yi Mao Indirect Wealth Opportunity, circulation, and money that moves 4

2036 Bing Chen Direct Officer Structure, office, and the discipline of answering to something 4

Year ahead
In 2027 the annual pillar is ding-wei, which meets the Day Master as Seven Killings. That relation works like this: What
controls the Day Master, at the same polarity, so nothing softens the pressure. The name counts the seventh step around
the stem cycle, where control lands hardest. Unchecked it is danger and exhaustion. Met with an output star to deflect it or
a resource star to absorb it, it is the engine behind command, competition, and anything won under real risk.
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2027 · Ding Wei
Heavenly Stem: Ding · Fire · Yin · Earthly Branch: Wei · Goat · Earth · Yin · Na Yin: Water of the Sky River · Relation to the birth year
branch: No relation

The year branch forms no combination, clash, harm, or punishment with the natal year branch, so the year carries no
structural relation to the birth animal. Whatever the year brings comes from the stems and from the luck pillar rather than
from this axis.

Ten God of the stem
Ten God: Seven Killings

Pressure, command, and anything won under real risk

Ten God of the branch
Ten God: Indirect Resource

Unusual learning and skill in narrow subjects

Year ahead interactions

Six combination: Wei Wu
Type: Six combination · Nature: Harmonious · Positions: Natal · Year pillar and Annual pillar

Two Earthly Branches that bind. The pairing is astronomical in origin, the branch the sun and moon meet in set against the
branch the Dipper handle points to in the same month, which is why the six are exactly the pairs they are. In a chart it
reads as attachment and cooperation, and as a tie that is not easily walked away from.

Stem combination: Ding Ren
Type: Stem combination · Nature: Harmonious · Positions: Natal · Month pillar and Annual pillar · Transforms to: Wood

Two Heavenly Stems that pair off. The bond is the strongest tie between two stems and it works both ways: it can settle a
stem that was causing trouble, and it can occupy a stem that was needed elsewhere. A stem that is busy being bonded is
not doing its job in the chart.

Six combination: Wei Wu
Type: Six combination · Nature: Harmonious · Positions: Natal · Month pillar and Annual pillar

Two Earthly Branches that bind. The pairing is astronomical in origin, the branch the sun and moon meet in set against the
branch the Dipper handle points to in the same month, which is why the six are exactly the pairs they are. In a chart it
reads as attachment and cooperation, and as a tie that is not easily walked away from.
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